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Thank you
I am grateful for this opportunity to say thank
you to everyone in the Learn-AT community
for the generous support, patience, fortitude
and general marvelousness you have given
throughout the first few months of Learn-AT’s
existence. This first half year has brought many
challenges and many achievements. In the
whirlwind of busy-ness, one of the challenges
has been finding time to acknowledge and
talk about both, so I am delighted to have
the chance to tell you about some of it in this
second Learn updATe. I hope you all enjoy
reading about some of the many things that
have been happening since last September.
So much exciting and innovative work is
happening across the trust. The Assessment
Group has been developing a principled
Learn-AT approach to assessment, based
on research evidence and good practice.
Lesson Study is in full swing in several schools.
This term, teachers at St Andrews and
Lubenham All Saints primaries have worked
with George Norman, the trust’s Leading
Maths Practitioner, collaborating in lesson
study to develop mastery approaches to
learning in maths. It is so inspiring to hear
teachers talk with excitement about their
observations of children’s learning and the
power of this form of practice-based CPD.

Since September, our teachers have
engaged in professional learning about
reading, spelling and word study with our
English SLEs, Lesson Study, Growth Mindset
and assessment led by Alan Eathorne from
Husbands Bosworth Primary School. Our SEND
Coordinators and Intervention Leaders met
with Sir John Dunford to consider effective
practice to close the achievement gap for
disadvantaged pupils and we had a fabulous
shared teacher training day with Rob Smith,
(the Literacy Shed man) on visual literacy in
October.
Trustees and local governors have been busy
too. Learn-AT trustees have met frequently in
these early months to keep a close eye
on progress. The chairs of the schools’ Local
Governing Bodies continue to meet monthly
with our Chairs’ Trustee, Peter Rowbotham.
This makes sure that each school’s voice is
heard at the trust board and communication
with local governors is maintained.
So, thank you, everyone. The success of
Learn-AT in serving our children and families
lies with all of us. You are doing a brilliant job.
Stef Edwards, Learn-AT CEO

1

Loughborough University CLASS PAL Project
Sally Gambles, Y2 teacher and Georgina Connors, HLTA,
took part in the Loughborough University CLASS PAL research
project. The project was investigating physically active
learning and aimed to develop accessible classroom
strategies that teachers can use to make sure children are
physically active throughout the school day. The project
encourages teachers to integrate movement into the
teaching of normal lessons, which could not only enhance
children’s engagement and enjoyment of learning, but also
help make the school day less sedentary.
The research is being funded by the National Institute for
Health Research Collaboration for Leadership in Applied
Health Research and Care East Midlands. This is a partnership
of regional health services, universities and industry which turns research into cost-saving and
high-quality public health initiatives.
Dr Lauren Sherar from Loughborough University’s School of Sport, Exercise and Health
Sciences and the National Centre for Sport and Exercise Medicine East Midlands is the lead
investigator for the project. She said: “Schools have a unique opportunity to change the
modern culture of sitting, by introducing active breaks and teaching through movement.
Sally Gambles from Great Bowden Academy in Market Harborough, Leicestershire, was one
of the teachers whose class took part. She said: “Being part of the CLASS PAL project has
been great. It has been really interesting to see how teaching through physical activities has
impacted on the children’s learning.
CLASS PAL includes a training workshop with supporting online information and resources
to help teachers introduce active learning into their classrooms. There is also a fun animation
video to help spread the message on the importance of physically active learning.
Teachers had access to IRIS Connect secure video technology to film the activities in
action. At the end of the project a TV film crew arrived in school to shoot a short film for the
University’s press release. This was followed up with a call from both ITV and BBC Education
News online. The ITV film crew came to school on Thursday 2nd February to film an active
lesson and interview teachers and researchers. All very exciting! Watch the Loughborough
University Film and find out more about the project here: http://www.lboro.ac.uk/mediacentre/press-releases/2017/january/class-pal.html

Great Bowden
Academy
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Lubenham has had a very busy half term.
Our reception and Year 1 children have been finding out
about “what happens when they fall asleep”. Great fun was
had at the slumber party when they went star gazing and
spotted constellations. Parents were invited in to listen to a
story called Emily Brown and the Thing by Cressida Cowell, and
everyone had a wonderful time creating their very own “thing”.
Class 2 have been Street Detectives this half term and have
been finding out about how Lubenham has changed over the
years. They went for a walk around the village looking for
clues and discovered that there used to be a Blacksmiths, a
station, a village pond and even a factory that made lace
and trimmings for carriages.
They were also very excited to welcome their new fish to
the class. They are now the proud owners of 4 platys and 6
minnows. They are looking forward to learning how to care
for pets.
Class 3 have been submerged in the Blue Abyss this half term and found out lots about the
oceans of the world. They finished the topic with a trip to Sea World Centre in Birmingham.
They were also joined by Years 3 & 4 pupils from North Kilworth for an Eco Day on our
beautiful field with both schools enjoying a morning outside taking part in eco activities such
as weaving with natural materials, scavenger hunts and making bug hotels.
Class 4 have been working in a Frozen Kingdom this half term. They took part in a very
exciting lesson where they went through a wardrobe full of 100 year old furs and entered the
magical kingdom of Narnia. The classroom smelled of Christmas trees for days!
On 26th January our school choir took part in the Young Voices massed choir event at
the Birmingham Genting Arena, and sang with 6,583 other children! What a wonderful
experience for all involved!
Finally we finished our half term with our whole school “Family Story Event”. KS1 children
returned to school in their pyjamas for bedtime stories and KS2 children sat around the
campfire for storytelling and hot chocolate.

Lubenham All
Saints Church
of England
Primary School
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“Lord what fools these mortals be!”
Ridgeway children had the wonderful experience of
performing live at the Corby Cube. Working alongside
“Shakespeare in Schools” the children performed a 30 minute
version of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” to a full theatre.
Mrs Johnson started rehearsals several weeks before the
performance and the children worked hard to learn their lines
and then to develop their delivery.
The afternoon of the performance started with a technical

Ridgeway
Primary
Academy

rehearsal alongside three other schools (including Great
Bowden) who all performed different Shakespeare plays.
After a short break for a packed tea it was finally time to head
for the stage! Paul Jenkins, Stage Director from Shakespeare
in Schools reviewed the wonderful performance.
“ This version of ‘The Dream’ was a truly magical affair with the
cast bringing fun and smiles into the theatre from the moment

they arrived. They truly understood the way that the comedy needed to be played and the
action was all directed out to the audience in a light hearted way that gave us a fantastic
experience from start to finish.
One of the things that this cast did really well was use their gestures to help us understand the
complicated story. Following the plot in a story where there are three sets of characters running
around a magical forest is not easy, but by clearly mapping to us early in the show who was
who, the pupils from Ridgeway set the scene really well.
I enjoyed the showdown between the Athenians in the forest, the arguing fairies and their
tricks and of course the most lamentable comedy and cruel death of Pyramus and Thisbe. I was
also impressed how, as a cast they listened very well to direction… a very professional attitude
indeed! A well told story by a wonderful cast which was fantastically received in the theatre. Well
done!”

News from Ridgeway
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David Fox will be
leaving Ridgeway
at the end of the
school year. After 13
years at Ridgeway
and 23 years of
Headship he is
looking forward
to a break from
teaching to spend
more time with his
family.

During this half term the KS1 children have been this way and
that way, up to the local church and around the village to
learn about our local community. The children have been
exploring and reading maps whilst identifying landmarks in
North Kilworth. The children have really enjoying learning
about where they live and the history of where they have
been growing up.
KS2
This term we have been doing lots of exciting activities
based on our topic’ Tremors.’ From earthquakes to volcanoes
we have been learning about how natural disasters occur
and how they affect people across the world. We were
amazed learning about Pompeii and how Mt Vesuvius
erupted. Our DT project this half term has been to design
and build an erupting volcano. We also learned about how
designers have designed earthquake proof buildings and how successful they can be.
Eco Day – We joined Lubenham Primary school on an eco-day. The children worked
together and had great fun. The children spent a busy morning outside making art, dens and
singing songs.
As a school we have taken part in Number day and we have celebrated Candlemas with
a service at our local church.

St Andrew’s
Primary School
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The Spring term so far at Meadowdale has been
a busy but very exciting one!
We have been having a BIG push on writing and all the
children were issued with a challenge from Mrs. Rodger, the
headteacher to see if they could improve their writing in just
16 weeks. So far, the work seen around school has been
wonderful and the children (and teachers) have clearly been
working really hard to make their writing brilliant.
As part of our Big push, we were delighted to welcome
world famous author Andy Cope to our school back in
November. Andy led a fabulous assembly for the whole school
where he set everyone a writing challenge which the children
completed back in their classes. Then, the best writers were
chosen to read out their work to the whole school later in the
day, which was really exciting! We have kept this up and now,
every few weeks, some children are chosen to read out their writing or to recite a poem in front
of the whole school! Andy explained to the children that being a writer takes lots of practice
and lots of patience and he was also very funny! Later in the day he led some fantastic
motivational training for the Year 6 children called ‘The art of being Brilliant’ and the day as
topped off with staff training too. So now, everyone at Meadowdale is thinking about how to
be a ‘2%er’ and how to be the very best version of ourselves that we can be.
To keep the motivation going, in January, we were thrilled to have ‘Google Expeditions’
in our school. The teachers were all taught how to lead an ‘expedition’ in virtual reality and
then each class went on a fabulous adventure wearing the Google goggles (or ipads for
younger children) to places we could never really got o such as Venice, Mars, or under the
sea. The writing produced from this was just wonderful and the children proved once again
what they are capable of and that Mrs. Rodger’s challenge has been truly accepted! The
writing displays around school are great to see and we can’t wait to see how much more
progress the children can make in the coming weeks.
We also celebrated maths day for the NSPCC last week and every class did a whole day
of fun maths challenges which raised a stunning £1243 for the charity! A very big thankyou
to our parents for their support for this.
Work on our sensory garden has begun with the funding we were pleased to receive from
the Tescos carrier bag fund. The sensory garden, at the side of our sports hall will be open to
the children in the summer and will provide a quiet and peaceful space filled with wonderful
plants and hopefully will attract some wildlife too! So far, the work done looks really exciting
and we can’t wait until it is done.

Meadowdale
Primary School
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Husbands Bosworth C of E School have been
busy learning and taking part in a whole range of
activities.
On Wednesday 25th January 30 children from years 3-6
attended the Young Voices concert in Birmingham. It was a
brilliant event and the children, and staff, really enjoyed the
experience. After weeks of practising songs and dance moves,
the children loved being part of this experience and performing
amongst thousands of other children.
In Class 4 the children have continued the theme of dance
as they take part in Mini GALS Project funded through our
Sports premium Funding. The girls have really enjoyed these
sessions led by Hannah where they have the opportunity
to learn street dancing and cheerleading. We are looking
forward to them performing in assembly.
The children at Husbands Bosworth have been really
engaged with their topics – Pets, The Great Fire of London,
The Stone Age and World War II. The highlights of these have
been the trips. Class 2 visited Market Harborough Fire Station and were taken on a guided
tour around to see all the equipment and technology they have to help keep us safe. Class 3
had Melvyn Forman, a local archaeologist, come to talk to them about The Stone Age and
showed them artefacts that were not only found near the village but also in the field next to
the school – how exciting! Class 4 visited the ‘Back in Time’ café in Lutterworth for tea and
cake. They also met and interviewed Peter Palmer who is a World War II veteran and he told
us about being a radio operator on a Lancaster Bomber. This was a brilliant opportunity to
find out more about this part of history.

Husbands
Bosworth CofE
Primary School
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MHCE would like to say a big thank you to their
PTFA for the Reverse Calendar collection just
before Christmas.
The response from children and parents was amazing, and
we have had a thank you letter from VASL and some really
quite moving cards and letters from individuals who received
a hamper of goodies – these were read out to children in
assembly and a display put up in the school reception area.
Well done to all our MHCE swimmers who took part in the
inter-schools swimming gala at the leisure centre on 15th
December – the extra training sessions really paid off! MHCE
took Silver overall as a school, but also came first in four of the
individual and two of the relay races, second in six individual
and two relay races, and third in six individual races. What a
fantastic tally!
MHCE’s Cook, Mrs Douglas, held her first Family Bistro
Evening, and what a great success it was! We were
overwhelmed by the response, we had so many children volunteering to wait that sadly
we couldn’t accommodate everyone this time, and we had over twenty tables, which was
great to see. The ‘waiters’ were an absolute credit, and well done to Mrs. Douglas and her
team for the wonderful food. We hope to repeat the event later in the school year – watch
this space…
Our Y6 children took part in the Basketball Tournament at Robert Smyth on 23rd January,
taking 3rd place
Y3 children had a fab time apple pressing recently. They worked alongside some of our
parents, and learnt about the whole process from start to finish. The children all agreed the
end result was delicious!
MHCE is hoping to field even more teams than last year (children, ex-pupils and parents)
and raising lots of money for the annual Rotary Club SwiMarathon on 4th and 5th March at
the leisure centre.
MHCE is proud of its Fairtrade status and we have a whole range of activities planned for
Fairtrade Fortnight, including our annual Afternoon Tea on Monday 6th March from 2.30 4.30pm - everyone welcome!

Market
Harborough
CofE Academy
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