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Learning and Fellowship 2016/17
This year has been a whirlwind of activity!
Trustees, headteachers, local governors,
teachers and leaders in schools have all
worked tirelessly, together, to develop and
agree common principles and policies.
We have researched, discussed, debated
and developed Learn-AT ‘blueprints’ for
safeguarding, curriculum, teaching and
learning, school support and improvement,
governance, finance and operations, IT and
assessment. This work is ongoing, of course. It
is part of the nature of education that we live
in a landscape of continual learning, change,
evaluation and review. But, the commitment
of the Learn-AT professional community to
offer an exceptional learning experience
for every pupil in Learn-AT schools has been
humbling. People have given freely of their
time, their ideas and thoughts, their energy.
We have made some mistakes, of course, but
in the spirit of ‘learning’, and with generosity
of spirit and kindness, we have tried to feed
the lessons those mistakes teach us into the
things we do next. We want to make sure
everyone in Learn-AT, adults and children,
can flourish. Throughout the year, there have
also been many highlights to celebrate –
which you will read about in this newsletter.

This term, we say a sad (and ever-soslightly envious!) goodbye to David Fox, who
is retiring from headship after a long and
successful career. We will all miss David’s
wise counsel, his wealth of experience
and leadership expertise and his utter
commitment to children. We wish him
happiness and fulfilment in his retirement.
We have all greatly appreciated David as a
friend and as a colleague. I am sure he won’t
have time to be bored!
In Learn-AT, the main thing is learning.
Even though we sometimes feel like we are
learning to dance on a moving carpet, we
are all working, in fellowship, to keep the main
thing, the main thing and do the right thing,
the right way.
To everyone who works in our schools - in
whatever role, in whatever capacity -and to
every volunteer and all those parents who
support the work of their schools in so many
ways, from supporting their children’s learning
and well-being to PTAs and Parent Governors
- thank you so much for everything all of you
do.
I am looking forward to working with you all
again next year!
Stef Edwards, Learn-AT CEO
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Gill Weston, Chair of Learn-AT’s Board Trustees
It’s hard to believe that we are
coming to the end of the first
academic year of Learn AT. But a
year on we have much to celebrate
as well as looking ahead to the next
set of challenges.
In my last update, I was looking forward
to visiting all the schools in our trust and am
pleased that I have been able to do that
in the last two terms. It was great to meet
staff and pupils, and some governors who
happened to be in school. A couple of
highlights (from the many) were my lesson
on place value from a Year 2 pupil at
Lubenham and a visit to All Saints Church
at Husbands Bosworth to hear the children
practising their bell-ringing for the Easter
service. The overriding impression from all
these visits was a sense of commitment
from everybody to do the absolute best we can for children and their families. But, also an
appreciation that we are learning together as we establish a trust that makes a difference
and adds value to children’s education and at times this can be a challenge.
As we come to the end of this academic year we are saying goodbye to David Fox
at Ridgeway who is retiring after 13 years as headteacher at the school. On behalf of the
trustees, I would like to thank David for his leadership and wisdom. His insight and experience,
I know, will be missed by his fellow headteachers and I’m sure that the Ridgeway school
community will be saying their thanks and goodbyes in the coming weeks.
We are beginning to look ahead to next academic year as well as saying our goodbyes.
Our main priorities will be to ensure that, in these uncertain times, both nationally and
globally, schools focus on doing the right thing, using the resources that we have across the
trust in the most effective way possible so that all children continue to thrive. This is where the
trustees will focus their attention, working with local governing bodies and headteachers.
I have recently been reading a wonderful book written by
Mary Myatt called “Hopeful Schools’. It reflects much of what
I think I have seen this year in Learn AT. It reminds us that
Number Day
hope with blind optimism is no use to anyone, but when we
face up to reality with hope and generosity of spirit we can
achieve a great deal. Being realistic and hopeful is ‘more a
All Learn-AT schools
state of being which expects the best to emerge from others.
took part in Number Day
And of course, from ourselves’ (Hopeful Schools, Mary Myatt,
to raise money for the
2016).
I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for your
NSPCC. We raised £2600!
hard work this year and I hope that you are able to enjoy a
restful summer break.
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A growing reputation for high quality teaching and
specialist expertise:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maths Leading Practitioner – George Norman from Great Bowden Academy
Now two Maths Mastery Specialist Teachers – George Norman, Great Bowden and
Steph Johnson, Ridgeway.
Four Primary English Specialist Leaders in Education – Sian Ellis and Sheila Critchley from
Meadowdale and Jayne Arthurton and Sarah Walker from Great Bowden.
Specialist Leader in Education for Assessment and Research Engagement –
Alan Eathorne at Husbands Bosworth
Two Local Leaders in Education – Kerry Rodger, Headteacher at Meadowdale and
Angela Dewes, Executive Headteacher (Designate) at Great Bowden and Ridgeway.
One National Leader in Education – Stef Edwards, CEO of Learn-AT.

Evidence-based teaching
report
Learn-AT academies were involved in an
exciting research project in partnership
with Affinity Teaching School Alliance
and Manchester Metropolitan University.
Alan Eathorne, Headteacher at Husbands
Bosworth, wrote the final report. We were
delighted when it was published in April this
year by the National College of Teaching
and Leadership.

Ofsted
Ofsted has visited two Learn-AT academies
during the year. Both reports praised the
work of Learn-AT in supporting schools
effectively:
Lubenham All Saints – HMI Section 8
Monitoring Visit Report April 2017
‘…Learn Academies Trust has taken
decisive action to improve the quality of
leadership and teaching at the school…
the pace of improvement at the school has
accelerated. The trust has provided support
to improve the teaching of mathematics.
The improved quality of the pupils’ work this
term demonstrates the positive impact of this
training… The trust is successfully developing
the school’s capacity to improve the quality
of education.’
Market Harborough CE Academy –
Inspection May 2017
‘The trust works well with the school to
support leadership, improvement planning,
and the development of key initiatives, such
as the school’s new approach to assessing
pupils’ progress and attainment.’
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Establishing Collaborative Working Groups
Throughout the year, working groups
of headteachers, teachers, chairs of
Local Governors and school leaders
have met regularly to develop key
policies which will support consistent
working in all of our schools. This work
has involved much research. We have
attended conferences, read books
and research papers and government
guidance documents. We have talked
to colleagues in other trusts to learn
from their experiences and listened to
national experts and specialists. We
have developed shared approaches
to safeguarding, assessment and
school improvement. Exciting work
continues on school to school support,
curriculum and teaching and learning, developing research-informed practice in addressing
disadvantage and SEND and leadership development. This month, local governors from all
Learn-AT academies met with trustees and Learn-AT senior leaders to begin an important
piece of collaborative work on trust governance.
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National Schools
Commissioner’s Visit to
Learn-AT, March 2017
Sir David Carter spent the morning visiting
two trust schools on 3rd March. He saw
lessons, talked to children, trust leaders,
trustees and teachers and had a splendid
lunch with the children at Meadowdale. He
was busy on Twitter, later:

Invitations to speak at
national conferences
Learn-AT leaders have been invited to speak
at several conferences throughout the
year. Stef spoke at the Church of England’s
inaugural National Leadership Conference in
London earlier in the year.

Alan Eathorne led a workshop on Lesson
Study at the World Association of Lesson
Studies International Conference in Exeter in
September.

Complete Mathematics
Research School
In June this year, LearnAT became the first
Complete Mathematics
Research School. This
is a recognition of the
mathematics expertise
we have within the trust
and a fantastic development opportunity for
teachers in all trust schools.
Find out more about Complete Mathematics
at https://completemaths.com/
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assessment

Beyond Levels Assessment Conference
In November, several Learn-AT leaders went to an inspirational conference led by
Dame Alison Peacock and the Beyond Levels team at Sheffield Hallam University
to learn more about great assessment practice. This fabulous poster created live
at the conference by Pen Mendonca, sums up what we learned about (Pen
Mendonca, 2016).

James Pembroke
Early in June, assessment data expert James
Pembroke came to Ridgeway to spend
the day with Learn-AT headteachers and
assessment leaders. He put us through our
data paces and helped us think about how
to make sure our assessment data system is
fit for purpose.

Trust Framework
Learn-AT’s Assessment Group of headteachers
and assessment coordinators (and anyone else
interested in assessment!) has worked hard all
year to develop a trust assessment framework.
The purpose of this framework is to:
- support teachers to use assessment to
inform their teaching
- help school leaders evaluate pupil
achievement and plan effectively to meet
children’s learning needs
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Professor Dylan Wiliam
On 6th June 2017 seven Learn-AT leaders
attended a day with global assessment
guru, Professor Dylan Wiliam This was as
inspirational culmination to a year of
hard work on assessment, listening to and
learning from some sensible, principled
and knowledgeable voices on primary
assessment and its role in effective learning.

- help the schools and the trust to collect
simple, clear assessment data so that
the trust can plan to meet schools’
development needs.
The new Learn-AT Assessment Framework
has been introduced to all Learn-AT teachers
in two shared staff meetings (held at
Market Harborough CE Academy and at
Meadowdale Primary School.

Highlights of a busy and productive year at
Great Bowden include:
The whole school set off on
a big summer adventure on
Friday 9th June. Pupils from
Reception to Y5 left bright and
early in two coaches (one was
a double decker – so exciting!)
for a day in Hunstanton. They
were accompanied by lots of
keen adult sandcastle experts
and helpers and spent the
morning on the beach, looking
for seashells and crabs, paddling
and building sandcastles. After a picnic lunch on the
sand, the afternoon was filled with fishy fascination at
the Sea-Life Centre. The weather was kind, everyone
had a fabulous time and the children were a credit
to their parents and
our school.
Y6 pupils set off in the
opposite direction
to Drayton Manor
Theme Park. They too had a fantastic, fun-filled day and
made their teachers very proud with their mature, sensible
behaviour throughout the trip.

Great Bowden
Academy

In March, children in KS2 were delighted to be asked by Bowden
Stores to design a new sandwich for the café menu. Amazingly,
Bowden Stores were very keen to have open, healthy, Swedish
sandwiches - suitable for Vikings! This was such a coincidence as
the children were learning about Vikings at the time! The children
gave a lot of thought to the brief and recipes were created and
submitted. Bowden Stores chose ‘Pinkilicious!’ a tasty prawn combo,
just right for Vikings setting off on long sea voyages. All the children
were invited to invade Bowden Stores to sample their creation.
Great Bowden Academy’s
Culture Club, run by
parents and staff, put
on their second musical
extravaganza, Spring Serenade. This was a fantastic
display of musical talent, with both individual
young musicians and the junior and senior choirs
performing. They played to a packed house full of
proud parents and families. The money raised through ticket sales and refreshments helps to
support exciting arts and wider cultural experiences for all pupils.
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Husbands Bosworth C of E School have been
busy learning and taking part in a whole range of
activities.
Class 2 have enjoyed learning about how plants grow. They
have been successful in sowing and taking care of the school
vegetable patch where they have been growing onions, leeks,
tomatoes and runner beans. We will be able to taste what they
have grown shortly. As well as that, all the children in the school
have been growing pumpkins in anticipation of the upcoming
village pumpkin growing contest.
On Tuesday 20th June Class 4 took part in the Summer
Festival Concert at De Montfort Hall as part of our partnership
with Leicester-Shire Music Service. Having been learning
to play the cornet, baritone or euphonium the children
performed on stage and
really enjoyed the experience.
The standard that they have
reached, in what has been a
relatively short period of time, has
been amazing.
The school has been taking
part in Husbands Bosworth’s
Neighbourhood Plan. Over the
half term holiday the children
spent time finding out about
their house and its history. They
have found out lots of interesting
facts and collectively we have
thought about why all their
houses are important not just to

Husbands
Bosworth CofE
Primary School

them but to the village
as a whole. For example
some of the houses have
old wells, some were
coach houses and many
have original features
from when their homes
were built many years
ago. All the projects will
be displayed as part of
the Neighbourhood Plan
event later in the year. The
Neighbourhood Plan will
affect the children as they
grow up so we wanted the
children to play a part in it.
8

What a busy half term we have had!
There are lots of changes and improvements going on
in school at the moment. Two of our classrooms have just
been fitted with new carpets and this has been a good time
to get organised. Everyone has been busy sorting, tidying
and clearing
the clutter! The
classrooms are
really taking shape
now. The garden
is blooming at
the moment. We
opened it up for
Lubenham Open
Gardens in June
and received
lots of wonderful
comments from
the visitors. They were very impressed.
We have broad beans, potatoes, spring
onions, carrots, rhubarb and peas all ready for
harvesting at the moment. The Year 2 children
picked, counted, shelled, described and tasted

Lubenham All
Saints Church
of England
Primary School

the broad beans. They thought they
were delicious. Ginni our cook then
cooked them for the rest of the
school to enjoy at lunchtime.
Our hens, Liquorice, Snowy and
Misty, have really settled in now. We
have four chicken teams trained up
to take care of them and they are
laying plenty of eggs. However, they
are not always keen to go to bed
especially on sunny days!
All our classes have been
absorbed in some very exciting
learning this term. There have been
balloon launches, pirate adventures,
ice cream making and mouldy
mysteries to name but a few. To end
this very busy term we our have our
Summer production of ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream to look forward to. Our
KS2 pupils are currently adding the
last minute touches before the big
night!
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Unlocking Gifts £22K grant for Market Harborough CE Academy
Hot off the press is the announcement from the Church
of England Education Office that Market Harborough CE
Academy has been successful in its application for funding
to the ‘Unlocking Gifts’ grant scheme. The school is one
of six schools nationally to be awarded grants of £22,000.
The money will support an exciting creative and expressive
arts project, funding specialist support for work to integrate
performance in choral singing and poetry with reading and
vocabulary. Great news for the end of term!

Market
Harborough
CofE Academy

Growing our Minds
Over the past week children at Market Harborough CE
Academy have been finding out about their ‘mindset’ and
how important a growth mindset can be! Mindset is a simple
idea discovered by Carol Dweck in decades of research on
achievement and success—a simple idea that makes all the difference.
In a fixed mindset, people believe their basic qualities, like their intelligence or talent,
are simply fixed traits. However, in a growth mindset, people believe that their most basic
abilities can be developed through dedication and hard work—brains and talent are just
the starting point. This view creates a love of learning and a resilience that is essential for
great accomplishment. All over our school children have been engaging in a range of
activities including drawing what a brain looks like, reading Mirette on the High Wire and
learning about resilience and perseverance and looking at different characters ‘Work at
it Wizz’ and ‘Too hard Ted’! We linked all this work to launching our newly develop ‘Market
Harborough Learning Muscles. Children really enjoyed the week and comments like ‘we
need to persevere’ and ‘if you give
up you won’t learn anything new’.
A wonderful week was had by all.
Empty Classroom Day
On Thursday 25th May we joined
a national initiative to pledge to
take all our learning outside. All
day children were engaged in a
range of fun learning activities in
the sunshine. Whether it was Maths,
Science, PE, English or Theme,
children took all their learning to
the playground. All classes had the
opportunity to explore the natural
world in our Discovery Shed. There
the children discovered frogs, fossils, various nests, crystals and minerals. There were even
owl pellets containing fragments of bones! Year 3 Children enjoyed decorating the outside
environment with chalks as part of their science curriculum before engaging in a spot of
country dancing. The children thoroughly enjoyed the day and comments such as ‘can we
do this every day’ and ‘that was fantastic’ could be heard as the children left school.
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Meadowdale
Primary School

Meadowdale was delighted to be awarded a grant of £10k
from the Tesco Bags of Help fund to build a new sensory
garden on unused ground next to our sports hall. Our School
Association provided an additional £2k to pay for some extra
features. The work, carried out by Harborough Landscapes,
was completed in May and our former Deputy Headteacher
and keen gardener Judith Kirby came to officially open the
garden.
The sensory garden will be a very valuable learning space
for all of our children, with lots of different textures, sounds,
shapes and scents to explore and will get even better over
time as the plants grow. We are very excited to start using it!

It has been another fantastic year for sport
at Meadowdale and we are very proud of
the hard work and team spirit that all of our
children have demonstrated during the year.
Some highlights include our sports week in
September during which children had the
chance to try out a range of sports including
archery, basketball, gymnastics and some
Paralympic events, and our sports days for
our Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils in the Summer term. In competitive
sport our teams won the Area Sports competition, the Harborough basketball league, and
Harborough Divsion 1 football league all for the second year in a row and the Harborough
Schools Swimming Gala for the fifth year in a row. Our Year 6 football team made it to the
county finals and our swimmers represented Harborough in the Summer Games, finishing in
second place. We also won the Tag Rugby tournament and came third in the netball league.
In May we held our Spring Concert. More than 30 pupils auditioned to take part and
20 were selected to perform in the concert on a range of instruments including piano,
trombone, flute, keyboard, clarinet, guitar, voice and ocarina. We were also delighted to
have a performance from the Great Bowden Recital Trust Youth Choir Juniors, who rehearse
at Meadowdale. We are very keen to promote music at Meadowdale and to make sure that
every child who wants to learn to play an instrument or sing has the opportunity to do so. We
have a range of instrumental and vocal teachers offering lessons in school, and our Key Stage
2 pupils take part in whole class teaching of ukulele.
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Parents and
carers were
able to spend
the afternoon
in school finding
out about
some of the
learning that is
taking place at
Ridgeway. This
was our twelfth
Open Afternoon
and provided
the opportunity for the children to show their parents/ carers
all the exciting things that they have been doing at school
this term. Science has been a focus this year and the children
were getting help from their parents as they carried out a
variety of Science experiments including working out how
best to filter water, closely observing snails, testing materials that would be suitable for a
Roman cloak, using magnets to move toy vehicles and classifying grasses. Parents also had
the chance to participate in the Golden Mile, an activity aimed at encouraging the children
to be more active, taste some of the super food that we serve at lunchtime and to meet the
Governors and our new Executive Head
Mrs. Dewes. Representatives from F.O.R.A.
and Robert Smyth were also available to
answer questions and share information.
Parents and children enjoyed a lovely
afternoon even if it was too warm to
complete the full mile!

Ridgeway
Primary
Academy

The Great Get Together
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This event was soon followed the Great
Get Together. In the light of recent tragic
events and the anniversary of the death
of M.P. Jo Cox the children decided to
hold our own Great Get Together. We
were blessed with good weather. The
Upper Junior children planned a range
of outdoor activities that they organised
for children in mixed age groups. This was
followed by the opportunity to have a
picnic lunch together. The children were
able to get to play and eat with children
who they didn’t know very well. Lots of fun
was had as we remembered Jo Cox and
the speech that she made in parliament
where she said “We have far more in
common than that which divides us.”

It has been another exciting term at St Andrew’s with the
children taking part in lots of sporting and art activities. We are
very proud of our Football team who came top of the football
league. They played incredibly well and showed great
teamwork and sportsmanship. Our Cross Country team have
gone from strength to strength and our Netball team have
had many successes.

St Andrew’s
Primary School

The school has been working on an art project about portraits. At the end of the half term we
invited parents in to see all the children’s hard work in our very own ‘Art exhibition.’
Oak class performed at De Montfort
Hall with a number of other schools.
They were part of a 100 strong ukulele
group. They played a number of songs
that they have been practicing all year
in their ukulele lessons. The children
enjoyed themselves immensely and
were proud of their achievements.
Maple class visited Birmingham
Museum and Art Gallery, where they
learned about the mummification
process. The children were fascinated
by how the Egyptians used to remove
the organs from the body in order
to prepare them for the Afterlife,
especially when they found out how
the brain was extracted! We also met
the museum’s mummies and discovered
what was inside from looking at X-rays.
We are very excited to have a new
artificial grass play area in school and
new trim trail. This has almost doubled
the space the children can use during
break times and has been a big hit!
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