Learn-AT UpdATe December 2018
Gill Weston, Chair of Trustees
As we start preparing for Christmas at home, I know that all our schools have been celebrating the
festive season for some weeks now. On behalf of trustees, I would like to thank all staff, parents and
governors for your continued hard work and commitment which ensures that children in our schools
are learning and experiencing a vibrant curriculum that equips them to reach their potential,
whatever their talents and interests. We wish you a peaceful Christmas and look forward to working
in fellowship in 2019.

Stef Edwards, CEO
Learn-AT Learning
As we approach our third Learn-AT Christmas the sense of days full of intense festive activity and
finishing off the term’s learning projects can be felt in every Learn-AT school. It’s been such a busy
term!
Learn-AT Teaching School was launched in September, having achieved official designation from the
National College of Teaching and Leadership in May this year. Based at Church Langton and Great
Bowden, the Teaching School has already established a pattern of network meetings for teachers on
subject-specific training and the science of learning, as well as training programmes on spelling for
all KS2 teachers designed by Learn-AT Leading English Practitioners and Specialist Leaders in
Education, Sarah Walker, Sian Ellis and Sheila Critchley. Sarah also worked with Sounds-Write

Phonics to provide high-quality Phonics training for around 20 Learn-AT EYFS/Y1 teachers and
teaching assistants, to support early reading and writing.
Our Maths Leading Practitioners – George Norman, Emma Fellows and Stefanie Johnson have
launched the first of a series of Maths training days. Next term we will be launching Teaching
Assistant training networks, to add to the number of network support groups already established,
such as the SENDCos’ Group, Safeguarding Leads, Office Staff and Premises Managers’ Networks.
These groups provide such important support, as well as valuable opportunities to learn from each
other, share good practice and collaborate on new projects.

Learn-At Curriculum Framework Phase 2
Having launched the first phase of Learn-AT’s Curriculum Framework at the August Conference, our
Curriculum and Pedagogy Group has continued to work on the detail for each of the curriculum
subjects. This term, our Leading Practitioners and Subject Leaders have worked with the Learn-AT
Curriculum Group to develop high quality curriculum resources for English, Maths and History,
providing teachers with specialist guidance to support their lesson planning. Next term we will be
working on Science, Geography, PSHE and Art.

Microsoft Tools for Learn-AT Collaboration
On 20th November, 20 senior leaders, including headteachers, finance and business managers, IT
specialists and curriculum leaders, had a fantastic (and free!) day of training at Mi crosoft’s head
office in London. We were learning how to use Microsoft Tools to support professional collaboration
across all Learn-AT schools. This means that staff in all areas, education and school business support,
will be able to develop and share resources, take part in secure video meetings, and collaborate and
communicate as professional colleagues to improve learning for our children. It’s very exciting and
will help us to put ‘learning’ and ‘fellowship’ right at the centre of the way we work.

Evidence Leaders in Education
I am so proud to announce that Alan Eathorne, Headteacher at Husbands Bosworth CE Primary
School, and Sarah Walker, Teacher at Great Bowden Academy and Learn-AT Lead Practitioner for
English, have been designated as Evidence Leaders in Education (ELE) by our regional Research
School, Kyra. Research Schools support schools to use educational research evidence in their work to
provide excellent education for children.
ELEs work in a similar way to National, Local and Specialist Leaders in Education, working for an
agreed small number of days during the year to contribute to training and support for colleagues in
other schools, of course remaining in their own posts while they do so. Their schools are fully
compensated for their time by the Research School.
Alan and Sarah were two of 10 ELEs that Kyra has designated in the Leicester, Leicestershire and
Rutland area this term, which is a fantastic achievement and a recognition of the quality of the work
that they and Learn-AT are doing to promote research-informed professional learning. Their role as
ELEs will be to provide advice and support for our schools, supporting colleagues in the Trust, the
Learn-AT Teaching School and across our area to develop great learning experiences for all of our
children.
You can find out more about the work of Research Schools here: https://researchschool.org.uk/ and
about the role of Evidence Leader in Education here: https://kyrateachingschool.com/newspublications/evidence-leads-in-education

Learn-AT Staff Survey
This year all Learn-AT schools conducted a survey of their staff, to help us to learn and to pl an
improvement priorities. This is the first time we have done a survey like this and Trustees were really
pleased with the outcomes. Areas we will be working hard to improve over the next year include the
Trust’s IT network, support staff training and internal staff communication. Headlines that delighted
us include:

•

91% of Learn-AT schools staff are proud to be a member of staff in their school
•

•

98% of Learn-AT school staff thought pupils liked coming to their school

94% of Learn-AT school staff thought our schools have strong teams of teachers

Merry Christmas
This year has got off to a really positive start. All Learn-AT staff work so hard, together and in their
own schools, to provide the best education and care possible for all our children. Our children, too,
work and play hard – producing exciting, creative and exemplary work. They are a credit to their
families. As the days grow shorter and the fairy lights start to twinkle in windows, I know everybody
will be ready for a festive break to rest, re-connect with families and re-charge batteries for the New
Year.

On behalf of everyone in the Learn-AT Central team, I would like to thank you sincerely for the
contribution you make to the important work we all do. Merry Christmas and best wishes for a
peaceful and happy 2019.

Blaby Stokes CE Primary School

Music for Youth Proms
On 6th November 2018 we had the privilege of taking 20 of our KS2 children to perform in a massed
choir with other Leicester(shire) primary and secondary schools at the Royal Albert Hall, as part of
the Music for Youth Proms. The performance followed months of dedicated practise with Miss
Birchall and specialist singing teachers from Leicestershire Music Service. The children were
performing a piece called The Legend of the Sky which was written to celebrate Leicestershire
Schools Music Service’s 70th anniversary. The epic oratorio re-imagined the ancient Leicestershire
folk legend, The Griffin of Griffydam, and the music narrated the tale of a griffin, a fabulous creature
with the head and wings of an eagle and the body of a lion, who terrorised the village rs of
Griffydam.
The Royal Albert Hall performance was the culmination of an 18-month-long creative project with
Leicestershire Music Service, in which Blaby Stokes was one of four primary schools chosen to help
to write the original lyrics, and the massed choir sang alongside Leicestershire musicians and Indian
classical musicians.

The whole school commemorated the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI by making poppies which
were displayed in our school halls.

Race Walking Success
Blaby Stokes has a long and successful history of race walking, with some pupils even going on to
represent the country in international events. The school competes in the Chris Smith Race Walking
League against other schools from across the country. After some fantastic pe rformances in the first
event of the 2018/19 season in November the Blaby Stokes Striders took a 4-point lead in team
competition. We are very proud of everyone who took part.

Church Langton CE Primary School

Royal Albert Hall performance
Pupils from year six had the wonderful opportunity to take part in a concert held at the Royal Albert
Hall alongside pupils from other Leicestershire Schools. This was part of the Music for Youth Prom
and was a follow up to their performance of Legend of the Sky at DeMontfort Hall earlier this year.
The children were delighted to perform in such a wonderful venue and thoroughly enjoyed the wide
range of other acts that made up the evening. Many proud parents attended the event and we are
all very grateful to Mr Kirkland, our music teacher, and the other staff who helped to organise this
superb experience.

Remembrance
The pupils at Church Langton took part in a Remembrance service as a culmination to their work
learning all about the sacrifices of those who lost their lives in the First World War. Pupils had a
series of lessons and assemblies in the week building up to our Remembrance service. During this
the names of those from the local villages who lost their lives were read out. Our brass teacher then
played the last post and the oldest children read prayers. All of the pupils made poppies and other
artwork captured the memorable images of Remembrance.

Religion and Belief Roadshow
At the beginning of this half term the pupils had the opportunity to take part in a Religion and Belief
Roadshow giving the pupils the opportunity to sample multiple faiths in one arena. The faiths we
were lucky enough to welcome were Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Humanist, Jain, Jewish,
Muslim and Sikh. The pupils were able to experience sights, sounds and fragrances of the various
cultures. Each faith had a stall of artefacts that the students could handle and a practitioner who
answered their questions.

Great Bowden CE Academy

Diocese of Leicester Advent Service
On Tuesday 4th December the KS2 Worship Team travelled to Leicester Cathedral to take part in the
Advent Service held there. The service was led by Canon Carolyn Lewis, Diocesan Director of
Education who spoke to us about Advent being a time of waiting and looking for the light which is
Jesus. We also listened to the recently appointed Bishop of Loughborough, Bishop Guli speak about
families at Christmastime. She told us of her early life in Iran and how she travelled to England at
the age of 13 as a refugee. An opportunity was then provided for all the children to write a short
prayer about families, their own, the school family or families round the world who may be facing
hardship maybe through illness or poverty or war. After the service our Worship Team met the
Bishop and had a photo with her!

Sporting Celebrations!

November was notable at Great Bowden for some great sporting achievements. On the 20th, our
Year 6 dodgeball team, took part in the Harborough District Dodgeball Tournament at Robert Smyth
Academy. They competed against twenty-one other teams and won the gold medal! They are very
much looking forward to the South Leicestershire area final, which will be held in Lutterworth in
March.
Just a few days later, the fencing team competed in the Premier Sports Fencing tournament. Against
competition from six other teams, they too brought home the trophy.
Congratulations to all the children who took part and many thanks to their brilliant coach, Mr Morris
and our wonderful Sports Coordinator Mrs Connors who organised the children!

Celebrations
Class One's topic this half term has been celebrations. We have been busy finding out why we have
bonfire night and light fireworks and why we wear a poppy. The children have learnt about the
history of Hallowes' Eve and held their own 'Pumpkin Party' with pumpkin soup. We found out all
about the Sikh / Hindu festival of Diwali and enjoyed role playing getting ready for Diwali in the
home corner, making collage diva candles and writing cards. For 'Ted's' 4th birthday (we were
learning all about 4 this week in maths) the children wrote party lists using their phonics, wrote
invitations and birthday cards. In the creative area they were busy making shape themed party hats
and presents for Ted and there was lots of role play parties in the home corner, super heroes being a
popular theme. The children also read recipes and made a wonderful birthday cake for Ted with 4
candles and 12 cherries on the top. The rest of the term we are looking forward to finding out all
about the Christian festival of Christmas and getting ready for Santa.

Husbands Bosworth CE Primary School

This term we held our first art exhibition. It was great to see so much high quality art from children
across the school. Our theme has focused on nature and the beauty that is all around us. The Art
Exhibition was a perfect example of our drive to provide the children with purposeful opportunities
to learn and produce amazing work. The children did brilliantly to make their art work look stunning.
Huge credit goes to Miss Tedds and Mrs Bell for organising such a great event.

This event also coincided with Bishop Martyn and his team visiting the school. They were all blown
away with the warm welcome they received and by the children’s art. The children had the
opportunity to think about friendship and they got a chance to ask Bishop Martyn questions, w hich
everyone enjoyed. Amelia said, "He talked to us and it was really interesting meeting him. I didn’t
know that he works for all the churches in Leicestershire."

Our new children in EYFS enjoyed a brilliant morning at Dairy Farm. They walked to the farm brilliant
and enjoyed the morning looking around a working farm. This is one of the experiences that we offer
our children as it is important that the children understand the community they live in and the
importance that agriculture plays in our local area.

Lubenham All Saints CE Primary School

Magnificent Buildings

Our topic this term has been Magnificent Buildings, and we had a fantastic whole school trip to
Warwick Castle. Some of the highlights were seeing Queen Anne ’s death-bed, and also visiting the
‘Time Tower’. This enabled the children to visualise how the castle had developed since its origins as
an Anglo-Saxon settlement to become the first Norman Castle so they could see their history lessons
brought to life. Some of the younger children were really excited to see the battlements and a real
portcullis. It really brought to life all the work we had been doing back at school. We even saw a
knight in shining armour and Sir Guy’s enormous porridge pot ! Whilst eating lunch we were
entertained by a birds of prey display. We learnt about red kites and eagles and watched them in
action as they glided around the castle gardens suddenly swooping down to catch their lunch.
Fortunately, the birds were more interested in the morsels on offer from their keeper than the
children’s sandwiches. Since our visit, Swifts class have written accounts of our day and explored the
history of the building in order to write explanation texts about Warwick as a defensive structure.

Materials
In science Swallows class have been looking at materials and this has included states of matter,
reversible and irreversible changes. We have all enjoyed lots of practical experiments in water,
seeing how evaporation can change salt dissolved in water, back to a solid, and learnt how to filer a
mixture of sand and water. Swifts class started this term by learning about World War One and
finding out why we commemorate the end of the war on 11thNovember every year. We found out
about a poem, In Flanders Fields, and how it inspired the tradition of wearing poppies as a symbol of
remembrance. We went to the War Memorial in Lubenham to lay a wreath on behalf of the school,
taking time to look at the names of the fallen on the cenotaph. During our Forest school lessons,
Robins class have been reading the story of The Three Little Pigs, so one our tasks was to build a
house of sticks. There was some brilliant teamwork and problem solving going on, as the children

worked out what they needed to do to build a sturdy structure, big enough to fit in three little pigs!
We all thought Mr Scanlon made a brilliant Mr Wolf! We have also enjoyed coming back to school
in our pyjamas for our annual ‘Bedtime Story Event.’ As usual, it was great fun and we all enjoyed
hearing lots of great stories, not to mention the milk and cookies! This term Blackbirds have been
learning about The Great Fire of London. We have written some fantastic non – chronological
reports about the significant events and a diary entry as if we were Samuel Pepys. We even had a
visit from Mr Pepys himself, which gave the children an opportunity to interview him and ask him
about his experiences. Some children have made fantastic houses as part of their homework, which
are currently on display in the classroom and have been admired widely by other pupils and
teachers.

Musical Extravangza
Next Friday 14th December we are having a Musical Extravangza afternoon to celebrate individual
children’s musical talent. We have singers, pianists, and children playing their flutes and
clarinets. The school choir will also be singing a couple of songs they are learning ready for the
Young Voices concert in Birmingham next January.

Market Harborough CE Primary School

Sport Update
Boys in Years 5 and 6 have enjoyed a number of matches as part of the division 1 and 2 football
league. They have travelled to St Joseph’s and Fleckney recently for some close-call matches. We are
looking forward to the upcoming football matches for girls in years 5 and 6, as well as our mixed
Years 3 and 4 team who are training weekly in preparation.
Last month, two teams from MHCE attended the dodgeball tournament for Years 5 and 6 at Robert
Smyth Academy. The children played well and their team spirit was inspiring. MHCE's team also
finished in the top ten in the Years 3 and 4 dodgeball tournament at Welland Park Academy this
week.
MHCE PE staff took a 30-strong team to the indoor athletics competition at Robert Smyth and
proudly came 3rd overall - just 2 points behind 2nd place! There were many other schools in
attendance, creating a large audience for each event. Our team thrived under this pressure and
performed brilliantly.
Since September, dancers from Years 3 and 4 have been choreographing, rehearsing and perfecting
their routines for the MHCE Christmas Fair. Families and friends in the audience described the
groups’ performances as energising and creative. The groups are now working towards an evening
performance in the Spring Term.

Choir
This year our wonderful school choir had the opportunity to perform on Remembrance Sunday
during the service at St Dionysius church. Two of our choir members then had the honour of
presenting a wreath at the ceremony at the war memorial at 11am. We also have some exciting
events coming up as they will continue this link with St Dionysius in December, firstly by singing
carols during the Market Harborough Christmas Fayre and then performing at the Harborough
District Council Chairman’s service, which is a very prestigious event to be invited back to.

Forest School
Outdoor Learning sessions are in full swing now at MHCE! By the end of the term Year 1 will have
finished their blocks of sessions and we will be moving on to Year 2. The children have really enjoyed
learning how to safely site, light and manage a fire and boil a storm kettle for making hot chocolate.
They also really loved making Woodland People out of sticks, and they whittled faces using a knife!
We have thoroughly enjoyed using the Barefoot Sensory Trail - it's a huge hit! We've made mini
shelters, done scavenger hunts, natural art, tree rubbings and played 'Vanish'! Many thanks to our
parent helpers Kim Durham and Sam Parrish for helping this term.

Meadowdale Primary School

Romeo and Juliet

Meadowdale pupils had a very exciting two weeks in November learning about Romeo and Juliet.
The children took part in a range of activities including writing love poems, making masks for the
masked ball, acting out scenes from the play, and creating 'freeze frames'. The older children had
the fantastic opportunity to watch a live stream the play performed by the Royal Shakespeare
Company and the younger children watched the film Gnomeo and Juliet. The project culminated in a
whole school assembly with some very special guests - Romeo and Juliet - who answered questions
that the children had about their story and were very impressed with the things that the children
had learned.

NSPCC fundraising
The school has been taking part in the NSPCC's Speak Out, Stay Safe programme. All children took
part in an assembly led by a specially-trained speaker from the NSPCC who talked about how to stay
safe and how to get help if they have any worries. They also learned the phone number for Childline
with special actions to help remember it. Following the assemblies, we held a sponsored Rainbow
Run to raise money for the NSPCC and Childline which raised over £2000.

Remembrance
Our Year 2 pupils visited Harborough Museum as part of their topic work on remembrance. The
children thought about why it is important that we remember the people who gave their lives for
our country. They looked through the books of remembrance to see if they could find anyone from
their family, tried on military uniforms from the World Wars and listened to a recording of a firsthand account of the Christmas truce. They then visited the garden of remembrance and the war
memorial in the town centre.
The whole school made poppies from old plastic bottles which were displayed at the front of school
before being sold to parents to raise money for the Royal British Legion.

Red Hill Field Primary School

This term has been exceptionally exciting and rewarding. At Red Hill Field, we are working on the
design of our curriculum to ensure that it embodies the everyday excellence we want for everyone
in our school community and with a view to equipping our children with the knowledge, skills and
creativity that will allow them to be successful throughout their lives. We have had a particular focus
on developing writing across the school.
In Early Years and Year 1, the first 9-week unit studied by the children was ‘Animals’. We have been
amazed by the depth of their learning and the wonderful writing that the children have produced.
The children were mesmerised by a visit from a menagerie of animals including a giant rabbit, an owl,
a snake and lots of other interesting creatures.
In Year 2/3 our children have been learning about the Stone Age and they have developed a
remarkable knowledge of the subject – using impressive vocabulary and a great recall of facts. They
have also been researching how fossils are formed and have written some amazing biographies of
pioneering fossil hunter Mary Anning.

Year 4/5 children have just started to study the Ancient Egyptians. They are using their knowl edge
organiser to help them to learn important facts about this period in history and have spent some
time at Leicester’s New Walk Museum examining artefacts and improving their understanding.

Residential trip
At the beginning of October, our Year 6 children spent a wonderful week in South Wales. They had
the opportunity to go climbing, kayaking, gorge walking, canoeing, raft building and caving all within
the beautiful Brecon Beacons National Park. The children displayed our school values of being eager
to learn, challenge seekers, resilience, care for others and keeping themselves and each other safe
and happy.

Grandparents to School
We were delighted to welcome over 200 grandparents into school for our ‘Grandparents to School’
event in November. We used this opportunity to learn together about the centenary of the end of
the First World War and to mark Armistice Day. Sharing our learning in this way is so important. We
also took the opportunity to invite parents into school at the end of our first unit of work to
showcase the wonderful things that have happened during the term.

Ridgeway Primary Academy

Bronze Age visit
On Monday 5th November, Year 3 and 4 visited Flag Fen, near Peterborough. As their history topic
is the Stone Age through to the Iron Age, we decided that a trip to a real Bronze Age settlement
would be a good experience. All the children had a chance to be archaeologists and investigate
artefacts. They were hunter gatherers, hunting a deer with a spear. The real treat of the day was the
opportunity to experience a story by firelight inside a replica of a Bronze Age roundhouse. The
children really enjoyed the day and their good behaviour was commented on by the staff at Flag
Fen. They returned home with their own bronze age clay bead bracelet.

Boost Room
Ridgeway's SEND area has been renamed as the Boost Room to make it more inclusive. It is no
longer just for children with SEND, but also for a variety of children who may need to have a “boost”
in their confidence or learning in their time at school. We have fitted a new carpet and Robert Smyth
students have given the area a fresh coat of paint as well. FORA are kindly contributing towards new
equipment for the Boost room so we will have laptops, a storage trolley and Lego. These will help us
to run our new intervention programmes effectively.
These new intervention programmes are well underway. Beat Dyslexia, the phonics and spelling
programme we are using, is great for any child (dyslexic or not) who may have any gaps in this are a.
123Maths is an online intervention programme being used to fill any mathematical gaps.
Construction Club has used some of the themes behind Lego Therapy for our Social and
Communication Groups and has been used in the Nurture groups as well.
We have organised a SEND committee which will have its first meeting in early December and are
hoping to meet half termly. This groups consists of a mixture of pupils, parents, the SEND governor
and SENDCo. We intend on discussing SEND provision across the school and how to improve it for
everyone.

Police visit
All of the children at Ridgeway enjoyed a fantastic visit from Leicestershire Community Police
Officers. During their visit, the children had the opportunity to learn about the fascinating jobs the
police carry out, such as forensic Investigation, dog handling and community policing, and to dress
up and role play what to do in an emergency. KS1 children learned about stranger danger whilst the
KS2 children learned about the dangers of the internet and how to keep safe online.
Fun was had by all!!

St Andrew's CE Primary School, North Kilworth

Remembrance
This term the children were keen to pay their respects to the many thousands of fallen from the
world wars but especially to those who came from North Kilworth. Children from Oak and Maple
started researching into the lives of those soldiers who fought. De nnis Edensor’s book ‘In Grateful
Memory’ was a great starting point for the children. Using this book and other sources of
information gave life and spirit to the names on the War Memorial. They put faces to names and
found out about their connection to the village. Their interest took them to finding out about the
medals some of the soldiers were awarded and the different regiments and units that they belonged
to. The children created silhouettes of ‘The Fallen’ from World War 1 and these were displayed in
church.
Throughout the rest of the school the children have been remembering and paying respect by
making poppies from recyclable plastics. Willow class wrote persuasive letters asking the local
residents permission to place poppies in their gardens. The children were delighted to receive so
many positive replies regarding our contribution to this year centenary celebrations. On the Friday
before Remembrance Day the children walked to the War Memorial to pay their respects.

Magnificent Buildings
Our topic this term is about magnificent buildings and to support this topic we took the whole school,
together with Lubenham Primary School, on a visit to Warwick Castle to learn about the magnificent
building’s history. It was a fantastic day, we watched Birds of Prey display and ascended Guy’s and
Caesar’s towers. The children had a tour through the state rooms to see the wax figures dressed as
Warwick Castle’s past historic characters.

Bedtime Stories
On the 21st November, we invited children and parents along to support a ‘new event’ – Bedtime
Stories. We were delighted to see so many children and parents, especially on such a chilly evening!
We split the story time into a KS1 story held in our Library, which had been made cosier with bean
bags to add atmosphere and a KS2 story with the children and their parents sitting around a
campfire. The children were treated to hot chocolate, milk and biscuits which were warmly received.
The children were all enthusiastic about the storytelling and the adults including parents and
Governors enjoyed reading their favourite stories. It was a special opportunity to promote reading
bedtime stories and we have received many positive responses

Finally on Tuesday 4th December the children from Acorn and Willow were invited to Kilworth Golf
Club by the National Health Service retirement fellowship to sing at their annual Christmas Luncheon.
Parents were also invited to attend and the children sang a variety of Christmas songs, it was a
superb performance.
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