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Welcome to the Learn-AT Christmas 2019 newsletter! In a joyous cacophony of Christmas carols,
with classrooms and corridors cluttered with tinsel and costume trolleys, we are closing the term
and 2019 with Season’s Greetings to you all and a summary of the Trust’s work this term.
Learn-AT’s strategic plan is organised around three themes. The first is about children’s learning and
curriculum. The second is about the quality of teaching and professional learning for our teachers
and all members of staff. The third is about the development of our schools and our Trust. This is a
short update on the ongoing work around these three themes this year.

Theme 1: Every child flourishes and enjoys learning with access to a rich, rigorous and
coherent curriculum
Everything we do in Learn-AT, every decision we make, all the plans, the actions and the big ideas –
they’re all focussed on providing a first class education for our pupils. At Learn-AT, learning is the
main thing. This term, teachers in Learn-AT schools have been putting the Learn-AT Curriculum
Framework into practice in classrooms, with very exciting results. After two years of curriculum
development work led by the Learn-AT Curriculum and Pedagogy Group, our talented curriculum
leaders have been building on work already done in English and maths and developing exciting new
schemes of work for history, science, geography and art. The resulting quality of children ’s work is
very impressive.

Learn-AT is blazing a trail in curriculum development. School leaders and teachers from across the
region have attended our Learn-AT Teaching School Curriculum Design Seminar Programme this year.
This term, our schools have welcomed visitors from far afield, interested in finding out more about
the Learn-AT Curriculum Framework. The most exciting aspect of this work is the impact it’s having
on the way children talk about their learning. Our visitors have commented on how articulately and
enthusiastically pupils talk about their learning in the foundation subjects. That’s what makes the
hair stand up on the back of teachers’ necks!
Teachers leading on this work will be working together throughout the year to develop a cloud based curriculum planning and resource bank for all primary curriculum subjects. This means this
innovative work can be shared across Learn-AT to make sure every child has access to a rich,
rigorous and coherent curriculum.

Theme 2: A school-led trust, we are committed to continuous school improvement in
an environment in which adults thrive
The Learn-AT school improvement framework is structured around four key areas:
1. Priorities
This means knowing our schools really well, understanding where we need to improve and setting
clear goals for improvement work each year. This year our priorities include:
•

Reading

•

Closing gaps in achievement between groups of pupils

•

Early Years curriculum

•

Implementing the Learn-AT Curriculum Framework in Key Stages 1 and 2

2. Collaboration
Fellowship is the Trust’s core value. Colleagues across the Trust work together in collaborative
groups to share effective practice. School leaders, teachers, support staff and governors meet
regularly to learn and plan improvements together, in fellowship.
3. Learning
There are two strands here – pupils’ learning and adults’ professional learning. Our children are
entitled to excellence in curriculum and world-class teaching. Knowledgeable and expert
professionals are more likely to be able to provide that for them. So Learn-AT prioritises curriculum
development and effective professional learning. We believe flourishing children require flourishing
adults. Learning is the main thing.
4. Accountability
Accountability involves holding ourselves to account for the quality of our work and having systems
that ensure we know our schools well. This means we can set clear priorities for improvement.
Our headteachers, senior and middle leaders have been developing their school improvement
expertise through participating in a peer review programme, which is now in its second year. Funded
by the Education Endowment Foundation, the programme includes high-quality training provided by
the Education Development Trust. In an annual Peer Review for each school, trained peer reviewers

from partner Learn-AT schools work with their colleagues in the review school to explore its specific
improvement priorities and plan effective action to address them.
Specialist external advisers visit our schools regularly to support school improvement, producing
reports for school and trust leaders, local governors and trustee s.
This robust approach to internal accountability means that we are well prepared for those moments
of external accountability, such as Ofsted inspections. Last year we had three Ofsted inspections – all
of which had very positive outcomes and recognised Learn-AT’s work in supporting each school to
improve. Inspectors made comments such as:
"The trust has provided effective support and challenge for the school, together with increased
opportunities for leaders and staff to receive training and share good practice across the group of
schools."
(2nd and 3rd July, Market Harborough)
"Your school’s partnerships with others in the trust are also improving the quality of teaching and
learning. Teachers regularly meet and share ideas with colleagues in the trust. They also benefit from
access to high-quality external expertise from subject specialists."
(15th March, St Andrew's, North Kilworth)
‘The trust provides strategic guidance and support to address the school’s main priorities. Members
of the local governing body understand their roles, and challenge and support leaders to achieve
school priorities, such as improving outcomes in mathematics.’
(10th July, Husbands Bosworth)
This term Lubenham had a church school inspection – known as a SIAMS inspection (Statutory
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools). This is one of the many positive comments made by
the SIAMS inspector:
"Partnerships between the school, trust, church and wider community are strong and contribute to
the development of the school, enabling pupils and adults to flourish."

Theme 3: Our trust develops and grows, remaining true to its founding vision and
values
This term we have been working on a workforce development plan to make sure all our adults can
flourish, regardless of what area of school or Trust work they contribute to. The Chairs of our Local
Governing Bodies are working with trustees and the Trust central team to develop our approach to
governor training and development. We are blessed to have a strong and skilled board of trustees
which meets regularly. The trustees, like local governors, are volunteers who help to steer the
strategic vision and direction of the whole organisation and to hold the central team to account on
your behalf. Each trustee has visited one or more of our schools this year to meet staff and pupils
and to learn more about the Trust’s work at the chalk face. They also provide practical and expert
support and advice in school improvement, special educational needs, HR, finance, and general
wisdom. Members of the Finance and Audit Committee oversee the work of Learn-AT’s central
finance team: Wayne Burbidge, Director of Finance and Operations; Louise Wiltshire, Finance
Manager; Rebecca Lilley, who administers purchase invoicing for all our schools, and our fantastic
Trust Business Managers. Their excellent work is ensuring that our schools are able to navigate the

choppy waters of school funding successfully - so that our school leaders can keep the focus on
learning, which is, of course, the main thing.
I do hope you enjoy reading about the huge range of experiences our children have be en enjoying
this term in this newsletter.
May the holiday bring you the peace and joy of a very Merry Christmas.
Stef Edwards, Trust Leader

The Queen visits Blaby Stokes!

Year 1 tea had a fantastic afternoon when they held their annual Queen’s tea party. It was a real
success - there was a royal fanfare and the Queen* even made an appearance! She enjoyed looking
at the children’s work and at their crown designs and chose two winners. Lots of parents attended
and the children loved making the snacks, decorations and singing the national anthem! The children
showed that they were knowledgeable about the topic and were proud to share what they had been
learning. Well done Year 1!
*(Not the actual Queen!)

Residential Visit to Boreatton Park ‘Kind and Proud and Together as a Team’
The Year 6 children enjoyed a fabulous week at Boreatton Park, Shropshire and had lots of fun
learning new things including archery, climbing, Jacob’s ladder and high ropes amongst many others.
At Blaby Stokes CE Primary School we hold our residential near to the half term break in the Autumn
term as it is a wonderful opportunity for the children to unite as a team, develop their ability to be
resilient and support each other ahead of the rest of the year. The children had a wonderf ul week - it
was cold but they coped admirably and enjoyed all of their adventures. The staff team who went
with them did a super job too. We really appreciate staff taking time away from their own families to
be with the children on these trips which the children will remember for the rest of their lives! Our
school motto states The Blaby Stokes Way is kind and proud and together as a team…

Boreatton Park was just that.

Countesthorpe Annual Dance Festival
In October, 17 children took part in the annual family of schools’ dance festival at Countesthorpe
College. The theme of the show was ‘Winter Tales’ and our theme at Stokes was ‘Frozen Kingdom’.
Our piece showcased the frozen landscapes of The Arctic, a pack of Arctic wolves and the beautiful
patterns and colours of the Northern Lights. The children did a fantastic job performing to their
parents and we were very proud of them!

Reading
We have had a brilliant term of reading at Church Langton with many exciting books being shared
across the school. Our school librarians have had the exciting job of adding the new books funded by
Friends of Church Langton School to the library and have be en gathering ideas for our next set of
requests. The whole school also had the chance to use their reading keys during our Reading
Revolution Day. We welcomed Lumino to the school who lead the children to visit Crow Castle and
to see the evil Queen. All of the children had a great time in taking on the challenges which gave a
super way of applying their learning from the term.

Hay Presto

Four Plus, Year 1 and Year 2 have been busy preparing and performing our Nativity Play, Hay
Presto. For many children this has been there first chance to perform on stage and they have worked
hard preparing their lines and learning all the songs. Through our collective worship we have been

focusing on the different parts of the story and considering how they can be related to modern day
challenges. We are grateful to Rev Alison and Cannon Cynthia for joining us.

Charity Fundraising
It has been a busy term of fundraising for charities and other good causes as the children have taken
ownership of the ways we can think of others. Our harvest collection was for Jubilee Foodbank in
Market Harborough with the children considering how our donations can help other local families.
The school council then led the democratic voting for which charity we would be collecting for at ou r
nativity performances with the WWF being selected after a whole school vote. The council were also
involved in planning our Children in Need events. In preparation for Christmas Jumper Day our
worship has focused on the work of Save the Children.

Advent Service
Eleven children from across all classes travelled to Leicester Cathedral to attend the Diocesan Board
of Education’s Christmas Service. It was lovely to be with so many other schools, including some
friends from other Learn-AT schools. The service was all about ‘The Greatest Gift of All’ and helped
to remind us about the true meaning of Christmas. Students from Brockington College performed a
drama piece they had written and we all played a game of pass the parcel! Inside the parcel were
different readings and objects linked to the Christmas story – it was a great way of engaging the
children. We also listened to Bishop Guli who spoke about finding the time to listen to God’s word
during the business of the season. It was a wonderful way to start Advent.

Bikeability
Year 6 have been out on the streets of Great Bowden learning how to be safe whilst cycling. Simon
and his team came out to deliver a week’s worth of cycling proficiency lessons where the children
learned about turning corners safely, overtaking parked cars with care and what different road signs
mean. The children all loved the experience and many are now travelling to school on their bikes
instead of being delivered in the car by their parents!

Devi
For over ten years, Great Bowden has been sponsoring the education of a boy named Devakumar in
Tamilnadu in India. Devakumar is now 18 and has left the Goodwill Homes Charity where he was
studying and has moved back to his home village to be with his mum. We are now sponsoring Devi,
an eight year old girl from the Pulayar community. She loves sports and drawing and it is her

ambition to become a doctor. We use money collected at Christmas and Harvest services to fund
her sponsorship. The children at school enjoy receiving her letters and drawings.

Residential
In November the children from Class 4 enjoyed their residential to Norfolk. Despite the weather,
they had a brilliant time taking part in sailing, kayaking, fencing and climbing amongst many of
activities. The children demonstrated our 3Rs (Ready, Respectful and Responsible) throughout the
week and their brilliant behaviour was commented upon by staff at the venue. Since their return,
the children have told us what a great time they had and that they had a chance to really challenge
themselves and conquer some fears.

Police and fire service visit

A few weeks ago, Key Stage 2 have had a visit from the police and fire service. They came to talk to
the children about how to keep themselves safe during Halloween and Firework Night events. As the
children get older they will find themselves having to make their own decisions about keeping
themselves safe. It is great that our emergency services give up their time to come and interact with
the children in this way.

Forest School
Class 2 have been on a trip to Beacon Hill to complete some forest school work. On the trip the
children had the chance to spend the day in the woods exploring. They had a session about building
dens and they thoroughly enjoyed it. All of the children in the school will have an opportunity to do
this over the year.

Reception and Year 1 Garden
Robins Class are very excited about the development of the new outside space, and have been busy
collecting all sorts of things to create a fantastic natural outdoor learning environment. The children
have been particularly busy collecting acorns, conkers, and pinecones for the outside maths area.

Year 5 and 6 Residential
The Year 5 & 6 children have had a particularly exciting start to the term when they spent a week at
Condover Hall in Shropshire, along with the Year 5 & 6 children from St Andrews Primary
School. They all had a go at a number of activities including high wires, kayaking and abseiling,
which really helped develop their communication skills, teamwork and confidence. Condover Hall
has a huge range of physical, mental and social activities which made our joint school trip a real
developmental and memorable outdoor learning experience.

Children in Need
This year to fundraise for 2019 Children in Need the School Council organised a non-uniform day
asking the children to come in something spotty, pyjamas or anything else they wanted to wear for a
£1 donation. In addition, at lunchtime they organised some stalls selling pocket money gifts and fun
games, including Splat the Teacher! There was also a whole school cake competition with Pudsey
bear prizes, followed by a cake sale at the end of the school day. As well as raising £214.38 for
Children in Need, all the children did a surprise flash mob dance routine in the playground first thing
in the morning, which none of the parents knew anything about! It was a fantastic way to start our
full day of fun and fundraising for the charity.

Eco Team Climate Strike
Twenty two children from the MHCE Eco Club gave up their lunch time on Friday 29th November to
take part in a schools-led Global Climate Strike outside St Dionysus church. They created banners

and led some very enthusiastic chants and songs! The strike was well-received and supported by
passing members of the public and some children were even interviewed by HFM news. They were
able to share their views and speak passionately about their understanding of climate change and
the effects on our environment, as well as sharing some of our school action plans to improve our
eco-status.

Living Eggs
The children in Year 2 have been learning all about what animals (including humans) need to survive.
They found out about animals that lay eggs and those that give birth to live young. They then looked
in detail at chicks - their life cycles and their needs. The chicks arrived at day 19 and soon began to
hatch, we found out that the girls are brown and the boys are yellow when they first hatch. The
children found out how to take care of them and made sure they had clean bedding, fresh water and
a nice full bowl of food each day. The children loved holding them and giving them cuddles!

Christmas Lunch for Lenthall House Residents
On Tuesday 3rd December we invited a group of residents from Lenthall House Care Home to come
in and enjoy a Christmas lunch. On arrival our school choir sang Christmas carols and our Community
Team helped to seat them ready for lunch. The children, with the help of Mrs Douglas and her team,
helped serve a full Christmas lunch to the residents and their carers, pulling crackers and having a
great time. Everyone had a lovely time and asked if they could come back again.

Forest School
Work is underway on a new forest school area at Meadowdale. The project, funded by Market
Harborough and The Bowden's Charity, The Howard Watson Symington Memorial Trust, the Co operative Community Fund, Taylor Wimpey and the Meadowdale School Association, will transform
part of the school grounds into a wooded area with an outdoor building, planters to grow vegetables
and an area for keeping chickens. The first phase of the project is due to be completed by the end of
this term and we are excited to start using it.

Roast Dinner Day
On Wednesday 13th November we celebrated the first Food for Life Roast Dinner Day by inviting
parents, carers and grandparents of Foundation Stage children to join the children for lunch in
school. More than 40 adults came along. It was a really lovely event and we look forward to doing it
again in future.

Food bank donations
One of Meadowdale's pupils suggested that we collect donations as a school for Jubilee Foodbank in
Market Harborough. We thought that this was a lovely idea and talked to the children about
the food bank in assembly. Our families gave very generously and we were able to send several
boxes of food to the food bank.

Anniversary Celebrations
On Friday 13th September, Red Hill Field hosted a fantastic Party in the Playground in honour of
their 35th anniversary. The sun shone and the burgers sizzled. Hundreds of guests turned up for a
wonderful evening where they were entertained by the music of Mason Bailey who is a former pupil
of the school. We were honoured to be joined by Alberto Costa MP who officially unveiled our new
school logo which draws on the heritage of the Roman site of the school. Artefacts from the original
site were on display during the evening and we are grateful to archaeologist Peter Liddle who
presented a Roman Talk. Headteacher Mr Stephen Snelson said "We were delighted to welcome our
MP, Alberto Costa, at this exciting time, as we celebrate the 35th anniversary of our School. Our
continued success is a measure of everyone's effort in the school community - children, parents and
staff – who work in harmony and with respect to ensure that we achieve excellence and fulfilment
everyday. The Roman remains found right here on the school site are a fantastic learning resource,
bringing history to life for our children." The party raised important funds for the school whilst
bringing the whole school community together.

South Wales residential trip
In October, our Year 6 children had an amazing week in South Wales where they took p art in caving,
climbing, canoeing, gorge walking and other great team building activities. This is one of three
residential trips that we offer to our pupils at Red Hill Field, giving them the opportunity to spend
time away from home and experience adventurous outdoor activities. They were very tired and
rather soggy but they had a wonderful time, making memories that will last a lifetime.

Fundraising
During this term, there have been some fabulous fundraising efforts here at Red Hill Field. In
November, three dedicated volunteers from Year 6 stood outside twice a day in all sorts of weather
conditions in order to sell merchandise from The Royal British Legion for the annual Poppy Appeal.
Slap-bands proved to be very popular and we had to request a second delivery which sold out again
very quickly! We were delighted to be told that we were the third highest fundraisers in the local
area, only surpassed by two large supermarkets. Children in Need day was also a highlight, with
plenty of Pudsey Ears, Yellow Onesies and Spotty clothes in exchange for generous donations. We
are very proud to be able to support such worthy causes and are extremely grateful for the
continued support of our school community.

Trip to West Burton Power Station
This term, the Year 3 and 4 children were lucky enough to visit the West Burton Power Station as
part of their work on electricity in science. Having passed through the very strict security, the
children donned their protective gear, including noise-cancelling ear defenders, high visibility jackets,
and insulated gloves; they really looked the part! Then, they embarked on an extensive tour of West
Burton’s facilities and learned all about how our energy is generated. We were all surprised by how
much water it takes to generate electricity, but were pleased to hear about how much water is
recycled. The children finished the day with a question and answer session and were able to explore
different aspects of electricity through activities at the education centre.

Space Camp
Year 5/6 children at Ridgeway had the exciting opportunity to take part in a 'Space Camp' which was
led by Judith Green from the National Space Academy and Marianne Quinsee from the University of
Leicester. We had lots of fun creating pocket solar systems, experiencing the pressure felt by
astronauts as we built moon buggies with just the instructions from our team mates and creating
constellations in our own night skies. Huge thanks to Judith, Marianne, MH Primary STEM
partnership and the Ogden Trust for such a great evening.

Gallone’s
In Reception we have been learning about how to make ice cream! We went to Gallone ’s and then
made a pictogram of our favourite ice cream flavours. We have our own ice cream parlour in
Reception and we have been pretending to serve each other delicious sundaes and sorbets!

Christmas
We have now moved on to learning about cold weather and Christmas. We wrote letters to Father
Christmas and posted them at the post box on the Ridgeway. On Monday we performed a fantastic
Nativity for the other children and our families. Our dancing, singing and acting was complemented
by all attendees and we are very proud of our achievements.

This term
During this term the children from Acorn have been exploring seasonal changes. They have looked
for signs of Autumn and have enjoyed creating lots of Autumnal crafts. In Geography they have
been exploring the UK, visiting different places and inviting Wi lliam Whiskerson on our travels. In
English we have been looking at Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and we have been exploring the
story of “The Gruffalo” through role play in our Deep Dark Wood Café, even joining in with Gruffalo
Yoga in P.E. We are now really good at measuring in Maths, we can use lots of language associated
with measuring and the year ones have been practising using rulers.

Sporting success
During this term our children took part in crosscountry races with two pupils gaining a 2nd and
3rd place and all of the others achieving good placements in their races. Our Year 5/6 football teams
competed in the Lutterworth Football League and both teams played exceptionally well, with Team
A qualifying for the final and coming 4th overall in the tournament.

Christmas Luncheon
On Wednesday 4th December the children were invited to Kilworth Golf Club by the National Health
Service Retirement Fellowship to sing at their annual Christmas Luncheon. The children sang a
variety of Christmas songs, it was a superb performance.
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